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She is always married too soon, who gets a bad hus-
band, and she is never married too late who gets a
good one: in a word, there is no woman, deformity
or lost reputation excepted. but if she manages well
may be married safely one time or other-, but if she
precipitates herself, it is ten thousand to one but she
is undone.

But I come now to my own case, in which there
was at this time no little nicety. The circumstances
I was in, made the offer of a good husband, the
most necessary thing in the world to me; but I
found soon that to be made cheap and easy, was
not the way: it soon began to be found that the
widow had no fortune, and to say this, was to say
all that was ill of me, being well-bred, handsome,
witty, modest and agreeable; all which I had
allowed to my character, whether justly or no is
not to the purpose: I say, all these would not do
without the dross. In short, the widow, they said,
had no money!

I resolved therefore that it was necessary to
change my station, and make a new appearance in
some other place, and even to pass by another name
if I found occasion.

I communicated my thoughts to my intimate
friend the captain's lady, whom I had so faithfully
served in her case with the captain; and who was
as ready to serve me in the same kind as I could
desire: I made no scruple to lay my circumstances
open to her; my stock was but low, for I had made
but about 540?. at the close of my last affair, and I
had wasted some of that: however, I had about
460?. left, a great many very rich clothes, a gold
watch, and some jewels, though of no extraordinary
value, and about 301 or 40/. left in linen not dis-
posed of,

My dear and faithful friend the captain's wife,